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The evaluation of avifauna at typical habitats of lowland in East Kalimantan, Borneo.
OKazuto Kawakami, Noritomo Kawaji, Kenji Fukuyama (FFPRI) & Dewi Prawiradilaga (RCB-LIPI)

The Borneo Island is widely occupied by forests and keeps more than 300 bird species.
The area of forests has, however, decreased for last few decades, because of overabundant
deforestation. This situation would result into big damage in both numbers of individual and species.
Though a lot of birds occur in lowland forests, there are very few reserves. Monoculture plantations
of Acacia mangium have been recently established at various areas in Indonesia. There is a
possibility that such new habitats contribute to maintenance of the avifauna. The avian diversity was
evaluated at three types of habitats in the lowland, namely, young plantations, grasslands and small
patches of secondary forests, near the Sungai Wain forest reserve in Balikpapan, Borneo Island of
Indonesia. The avian diversity was the poorest in grasslands and richest in secondary patches. The
highest number of individuals was recorded in the plantation during initial stage of breeding season,
but about 80 % of them consisted of only one species, Pycnonotus goiavier, which concentrated to

the habitat to forage on the arils of A. mangium.



