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Tokyo 2014 was my third IOC after Hamburg in
2006 and Campos de Jordao in 2010. This time there
were about 1200 participants from 64 countries pre-
senting more than 900 papers for symposia, orals and
posters. There was a great representation of students
from Asian countries. As before, the quality of the
conference did not disappoint. We can’t complain, the
venue was beautiful, the organisation was smooth, ses-
sions run in a timely manner and even the weather was
gorgeous!

We started the meeting on Monday with a whole
day workshop on bird banding and marking. After pre-
sentations from different parts of the world, we had a
discussion of some current issues and discussed a
manual for countries that wish to start a banding
scheme.

The conference itself started on Tuesday, and was
action-packed: two plenaries a day, eight concurrent
oral sessions and symposia, poster presentations in the
afternoons and after dinner roundtable discussions with
surprisingly large turnout of people and enthusiasm.

From my point of view, it was great to get all
researchers together in order to better coordinate
migratory waterbird research. We also discussed
actions to be taken by researchers to enhance better
uptake of research by site managers and conservation
organisations as well as tools that can help researchers
to influence policy.

Personally, I was encouraged by the emphasis on
finding solutions to the ongoing crisis facing migratory
waterbirds in the East Asian — Australasian Flyway.
Researchers, scientists and conservationists from many
Flyway countries attended, debated and discussed
issues, both in the formal sessions and informally. If
we are to save the birds we all love, occasions like the
IOC are vital in bringing key people together in a sci-
entific forum.

Unfortunately I did not have the chance to partici-
pate in a field trip, but was lucky enough to visit
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Miyake Island for a few days before the conference.
(East-Asian Australasian Flyway Partnership
Science Officer)
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